
 

Support for Disaster Relief 
 

This past weekend, many of us took steps to prepare for 
Hurricane Henri, from which we were thankfully spared. 
Unfortunately, elsewhere others were caught off-guard by recent 
natural disasters. In Tennessee 20 people lost their lives to flash 
floods, and more than 2,000 individuals were killed by an 
earthquake in Haiti, the largest diocese in the Episcopal Church. 
 

On Saturday, Phyllis Kata participated in a Zoom meeting hosted by the Diocese of New 
Jersey about how to aid victims of those disasters. From our own experience with 
Superstorm Sandy, we know the urgency survivors feel and that recovery can take 
years. Experts on the Zoom call acknowledged our drive to rush to respond. However, 
they advised giving much thought not only to what help is needed but how that help can 
be directed where it is needed most. 
 
The Tennessee state government is working to determine what is needed and will 
distribute aid through existing facilities that can reach the affected areas. The Federal 
government will assist with logistics. And, the Outreach Committee has begun 
searching for one or two Episcopal parishes in Tennessee to whom we can send aid. 
Meanwhile, you may direct funds to Episcopal Relief and Development, which is well 
equipped to put those funds to best use in Tennessee. 
 
Unfortunately, conditions in Haiti were already unstable before the earthquake hit. Only 
a few weeks ago the president of Haiti was assassinated. Consequently, the remaining 
government structure and services are not poised to spearhead relief efforts efficiently 
and effectively. Our diocese is exploring how to set up a collection point for donations 
from all parishes within the diocese. This is a similar approach to one taken to aid 
survivors of a hurricane in the Bahamas. Bishop Stokes forwarded the collected funds 
to the Anglican Bishop of the Bahamas for his discretionary fund. 
 
For now, Phyllis is asking Linda Calvillo to add both Haiti and Tennessee as options 
under the eGiving tab of www.allsaintsbayhead.org, and requests your donations for 
relief to either emergency. You may also send a check to the Church Office with 
Tennessee or Haiti noted on the memo line. Phyllis will keep us posted on the diocesan 
efforts to direct aid where it is needed most. 
 
 

http://www.allsaintsbayhead.org/

