
Senior Warden’s Message . . . .  

During the vestry meeting on April 15, our Interim Rec-
tor, Mary Frances Schjonberg announced that she will 
be leaving All Saints when her contract ends on May 
31. I want to thank Mary Frances for all the time and 
energy she gave to All Saints — it is greatly appreciat-
ed.  

When Mary Frances started as our Interim Rector on 
June 1, 2020, All Saints was in a tenuous position. We 
were heading into the third full month of the pandem-
ic, our online worship service was floundering, and we 
were looking for some semblance of normalcy. With 
the help and leadership of Mary Frances, we were able 
to right the ship and start charting a course back to 
something that started to resemble normal. Our Sun-
day Zoom services that began on June 7 gave us a virtu-
al sanctuary where we could experience the type of 
Sunday service we had been missing since the pandem-
ic began. The coffee half-hour following each service 
gave us the opportunity to see and talk to one another 
when many of us were unable to see one another in 
person. By late July 2020, we were able to resume our 
popular Saturday evening service in the backyard of the 
rectory in person with Mary Frances preaching and pre-
siding. This service gave many of us the opportunity to 
worship in person with fellow parishioners and friends 
even though we had to follow social distancing guide-
lines. 

During that summer, Mary Frances also presided over 
in-person baptisms and interments in the church yard. 
The in-person special events that had been missing dur-
ing the height of the early stages of the pandemic were 
returning to All Saints with the support of Mary 
Frances. 

On All Hallows Eve when our outdoor Saturday evening 
services wound down for the season, Mary Frances  
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 offered a pet blessing, which raised spirits — ap-
propriately for Halloween. Immediately, she 
turned her attention to improving our growing 
Sunday Zoom services by including musical perfor-
mances from our much-loved organist, Stephen 
Pinel, and choir members. Seeing and hearing 
these wonderful musicians perform on video taken 
in our beloved sanctuary renewed our hope. To 
me, the Christmas Eve service that Mary Frances 
recorded in the sanctuary — with the traditional 
Christmas carols performed by Stephen Pinel and 
the choir members, along with Pete Arnold’s skill-
fully produced “virtual choir” pieces — made 
Christmas Eve 2020 seem almost normal. And for 
that I will always be grateful. 

Through Epiphany and Lent, Mary Frances contin-
ued to provide thought-provoking sermons during 
worship and entertaining and informative topics 
during the coffee half hour. These Zoom services 
helped us stay together as a parish family during a 
tough Winter and early Spring. The drive-by “palm 
pickup” hosted by Mary Frances at All Saints the 
day before Palm Sunday was a great way to end 
Lent. You could see normalcy starting to come back 
at All Saints. 

To help make Easter even more special for our par-
ish family during the pandemic, Mary Frances rec-
orded both a Great Easter Vigil service and an East-
er morning service in the sanctuary. The Great Vigil 
service began with the traditional fire in the 
churchyard and continued with Mary Frances, Jere-
my Lees, and Stephen Pinel processing into the 
sanctuary while singing the Exultant.  
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May  3—Anita Domino 

                 Gail Houston 

May  6—Len Ludovico 

May 10—Chris Niebling 

May 13—Stephanie Flynn 

                 Diane Lippert  

May 14—Jeanne Guempel 

                  Janice Kiefer 

                  Betty Yersin 

May 15—Kathy Royal  

May 16—Sophia Mastroserio 

May 18—Jennifer Zanna-Kolakowski 

May 19—Patty Thropp 

May 22—Maureen Brune 

May 23—Nancy Erickson 

                  Robert Kurtzke 

May 24—Heath McLendon 

May 27—Lynne Adkins 

May 29—Donna Knapp 

May 31—Jeniene Stango 

Birthday Wishes . . . .  

Anniversary Blessings . . . .  

May  7 – Wendy & Dave Johnson  May 19—Linda & Matt Conklin 

May 13—Joyce Cornelius & Ted Griffin  May 25—Betty & Ken Yersin 

May 15—Meg & Steve Beresik   May 30—Judy & Heath McLendon 

                  Alysia & Rick Litton   May 31—Harriet & Jack Snyder  

                  Susan & Bill Rogers 

                   Peter & Joan Wright 

cont. 

Complete with music from our organist and choir members, and readings from our long-time and much-
appreciated readers, both services almost made us feel like we were back in the sanctuary. 

All these moments and the efforts of Mary Frances have helped keep our parish family together and have po-
sitioned us for the long-awaited reopening of All Saints. To this end, Mary Frances — in her last month as our 
Interim Rector — will be training licensed lay worship leaders so we can begin indoor, in-person Morning Pray-
er service in late May. We hope to have indoor, in-person Eucharist (observing safety guidelines) this summer 
— pandemic permitting. 

Please join me in thanking Mary Frances for everything she has done for All Saints and our parish family during 
the past year. From helping us exceed our budget amount for pledges in 2021 to guiding us spiritually and 
keeping us informed about the Episcopal Church at large, Mary Frances has left All Saints in a much better 
state than when she arrived. And that’s nothing short of a miracle, considering she ascended to our virtual 
pulpit during a pandemic that has lasted over a year.  

         Steve Beresik 
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One of the enduring mysteries in any Episcopal church is how a church is governed.  This is especially true since 
the Episcopal church is a hierarchical church, but at the same time, local congregations retain a great deal of 
control.  In some churches the congregation retains most of the control, i.e. Baptist and congregationalist (The 
United church of Christ).  In other churches, i.e. Roman Catholic and Methodist, the “higher ups” - the hierar-
chy, have most of the power.  

At the highest level, the Episcopal church is bound informally to the doctrine and rules promulgated by the An-
glican Communion.  They are not legally binding upon our church. 

The next level down in the National Episcopal Church, formally called the protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America.  We are bound to follow their canons and rules unless they conflict with state law.  In 
general, the rules promulgated by the National Episcopal Church contain recommendations on spiritual matters, 
leaving many decisions to the local diocese.  In New Jersey we are governed by the laws of the State of New 
Jersey and by the Canons and Constitution of the Diocese of New Jersey.  These Canons are enforced by the 
Bishop and by the Standing committee of the Diocese which is a group of laymen and clergy elected by the gen-
eral convention of the Diocese to assist the Bishop in governing the Diocese and its local parishes.  We are obli-
gated to follow the pronouncements and directions of the Bishop and Standing Committee provided they are in 
accordance with state law.  Usually there are very few matters at the local level that concern the Bishop and the 
Standing Committee unless there is some conflict in a local parish.  

At the lowest level, All Saints is governed by the Rector and the Vestry.  The Rector is the chief executive of the 
parish and, in addition, is the presiding officer at a vestry meeting.  He has absolute control of worship in the 
church, who the church hires and has general supervision of the church’s physical plant.  As indicated, in spiritu-
al matters his power is absolute.  On other issues, he shares some of the power with the vestry, principally be-
cause the vestry sets the budget.  As we all know from American history, the power of the purse can be very 
forceful.  How vestries interact with rectors varies from church to church.  The sharing of power has been com-
pared to our own system of government when the rector is considered the president, the wardens, junior and 
senior, are the senate and the vestry is the house of representatives.  In some instances, their election proce-
dure, their length of term and duties are set forth in statute or canon law.  A rector, once he has been called by 
the vestry of a local parish, is subject to the approval of the bishop and obtains the responsibilities and powers 
set forth by statute and canon law.  In the absence of a rector, the senior warden assumes the power of the rec-
tor except for spiritual matters.  This power passes to the Bishop who can appoint a priest for the parish.  This 
priest is not a rector but a vicar.  

Many parishes such as our own, in order to assist in defining responsibilities, set forth in greater detail its Cer-
tificate of Incorporation and in its bylaws, how the parish is to operate.  Many times the responsibilities for op-
erating the parish are divided in formal ways by the formation of vestry committees.  Generally the two war-
dens are given specific responsibilities for supervising the work of these committees and specific areas of re-
sponsibility in the general operation of the church.  Since many current Episcopalians have come from other 
denominations, it is important for us to recognize the difference between the functioning of an Episcopal 
church and the functioning of churches in other denominations.  Throughout the articles I have written, one can 
see how the Episcopal church, not only in spiritual matters but in matters of governance, is a curious hybrid of 
power sharing between clergy and laity an between local control and supervision from its Diocese.  

 

 

 

 
 

A History of All  Saints . . . .  
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Scenes of the Season . . . .  

Women’s Guild . . . .  

The Women’s guild will hold a “Garden Party’ meeting with luncheon on Tuesday, June 15 at noon in the 

church Memorial Garden.  Please bring your own lunch and beverage since we will not have access to the 

kitchen.  The ladies room will be opened if needed. 

This should be a wonderful day to see one another in person.  If restrictions are needed on social distancing 

and masks, we will let you know closer to the time. 

         Barbara Tuzio  

Dates to Remember . . . .  

May  1—May Day 

May  5—Cinco de Mayo 

May 10—Mother’s Day 

May 16—Armed Forces Day 

May 25—Memorial Day 

May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29—5:30 pm—Outdoor Eucharist in the Memorial Garden (reservation needed)   



Supper For All Saints . . . .  
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Once again the Supper With All Saints crew came together to provide a Supper FOR All Saints members and 

their families.  In April we prepared 26 ham dinners and we also included fresh fruit, a candy treat and a 

thinking-of-you card to let all our recipients know that even though we don’t see each other these days, they 

are always in our thoughts. 

We will be offering meals again in May, with the date to be determined shortly and will be mentioned in the 

Thursday e-news from Mary Frances.  

If you would like to be included next month, please contact Phyllis Kata at 732-892-5198 or by email at  

ed-phyllis@comcast.net. 

Scholarship News  . . . . 

Women’s Guild Student Service Award  

The All Saints Women’s Guild Student Service Award applications are now available.  These awards are 

available to students who have given time and service to the church and are now beginning or continuing 

their post-high school education.  Once the eligibility requirements are met, the awards are renewable for 

up to four years total for those enrolled as full-time students in a four-year program.  The deadline for ap-

plications is June 1.  Please contact Lois Eberhart (732-854-0747) for an application.  

Cannon Memorial Scholarship 

Graduating high school students planning to continue their education, as well as students already in college 

or trade school, are eligible for a $500 annual award.  The deadline for application is June 15.  Please call 

Linda Calvillo in the church office at 732-892-7478 for further information. 


